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Work Progressing Satisfac-
torily on Holt County's

$150,000 Drain-
age Canal

25,000 ACItKS OK BOTTOM

LANK WILL BE BKOUMIT

INTO II Kill STATU

OF CULTIVATION

This Vast Area of Redeemed
Land Can be Made to

Produce 1,500,000
Bushels of Corn

or 700,000
Bushels of

Wheat

Onu of the most gigantic ralnage
project In Mm hiMory of our state
has Ih'I'H on in Holt county for tliu
past two .tears, and alter battling

to attain every legal right
'miller (lie law, tin; great ditching
inaelilnery anil a law force of men
have lieen at work for I he past twelve
montli! making a dialnagc canal some
seven miles In length anil a tilt ti of
100 feet, anil U to 111 feet ileep with
Immense levees. measuring ten feet
In height.

It taps the lilt; Tarklo ilvcralMHc
Corning some two miles, anil ncai the
Atchison county line. Its course Is

southwest and passes between Corn
lug and Craig, emptying its mighty
volume of water to the southwest of
Oralg, where old Marietta used to be.
Wti term It a ditch or drainage canal,
but It Is more proierly an arllliclal
river bed for the waters of thu Ills
Tarklo river.

Illtf Tark has done untold damage
and Injury to the entire bottom sec-Ho- n

from Corning to lllgelow, by Its
miakellke form causing overflow's,
which Hoods thu section mentioned
during heavy rainfalls.

It Is a gigantic undertaking, but
the losses caused by these Hoods, linal-l- y

aroused those who haw continual-
ly NtilTered, to do something, and
hence the coming Into existence of
thu Ills' Tarklo Drainage District. In
addition to the main canal It will
have 'St miles of latterals, and some H

miles of levees, these with the old
river bed It Is fully lielluved will be
ample to take care of any overflow
water that may come, and thus no
more serious damage from disastrous
Moods In the future. It will reclaim
large bodies of laud that have hereto-
fore been next to useless on account
of thu frequent overflows, and make
these lauds far more valuable and
productive.

The original movers looking to the
organization of this drainage district
encountered more bitter opposition
from those whom the project was In

tended to bcncllt than did Columbus
with the people in his day lit his at-

tempt to convince them that the
world was round. The two years of
controversy and litigation to secure
thu most feasible right of way has af-

forded evidence of thu fact that hu-

man nature is much tliesamuthuworld
over. Most every farmer was will-

ing to admit that thu drainage canal
was a necessity) but some wanted to
see It cut through the other fellow's
land.

Obstacles both legal and personal
had to bu overcome, and every inch
of legal grounds on thu part of objec-

tors had to bu met and overcome.
Damages had to bu adjudicated in
and out of court, and sometimes the
commissioners would feel discouraged,
but would I Hi buoyed up by their
counsel, and still tight on even up to
the present day, damages are being
contended for. Thu dredge boat
passed through thu right of way four
miles northwest of Craig on .Sept. I",
Kill. A temporary loop track was
built about 'JOo feet around the place
for thu use of thu trains, until thu
dredger had cut thu channel and the
new steel bridge was put Into place
Thu bridge was completed Wednes
day, September Si, thu loop track has
been torn out and the dredger went
on its way toward the old Missouri,
about live miles farther.

One or two farmers who had sought
to enjoin the railroad company from
laying thu temporary tracks through
their premises, appeared on the scene
Sunday, Sept. 17, with weapons and
attempted to prevent the work, but
the railroad men in charge of the con
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structlou sent for the sheriff, who
restored peaceful relations. What-
ever damages that have been Incurred
will likely be adjusted in the courts.
This Is only onu of thu many troubles
that liawicomc to the commissioners
and their attorney, W. II. Itichards,

In the past six or ulght years hut
two protltablu crops have been raised
on these 1!."i,ihni acres of land, and in
the past live, years hardly a crop, on
much of It scarcely a carload of grain
has been produced from (hat Im-

mense body of land, Year after jetf
these farmers, wit It new horn cour-
age, have broken thu ground, planted
thu seed, witnessed (lie sprouting of
thu grain, smiled, anticipating rich
harvests; and yearly thu Hoods have
smothered thu tender sprouts and
hurled the farmers' hopes beneath an
Inland sea of water. Such land, In
such condition, is worse than value-
less. It wastes a man's time. Tim
soil of the Missouri bottom is as rich
as that of thu valley of thu Nile, and
indestructible and without bottom.
A fuw big corn crops will not only
put these owners In excellent llnan-cia- l

shape, but will enhance thu value
of the laud much more than thu cost
pur acre for putting thu ditch

The heavier black line marks the

through.
If half of this 'J.),inm acres were In

growing corn, It should yield no bush-
els per acre, or a total of T.Mi.ono bush- -

i'ls immiallc. or .'I.T.VI.000 IiiisIiiiIn in
II vi! years, worth at 4)1 cents per bush-
el, l,.'iiiu,(ioii. Presuming that the
total of wheat, and other grains and
garden stuff; horses, cattle, hogs, have '

an equal value to (hat of thucoru, thu
lit K.. I... ...I I.... 1..., I..iiinuivt 111 in? lias iu-- hi t

the past live years atotal value of live
million of dollars, or f ikkvmmi per jear.
Thesu estimates are surely consurva- -

j live.
In the digging of the lllg Tarklo!

drainage ditch a fact has developed
which painfully argues thu loss from
erosion water wash-I- n the adjoin-
ing hill country. Thu big steam I

shovel of the dredgu-boa- t uiicoveiedl
fencu eight fuel below thu surface of

j the laud. The posts, being under'
cover, have not rolled-ev- en the who!
is yet in being. Think what this im-

plies. This section lias not been in-

habited by white people, over eighty
jears.

Wire, for fencing purposes, Is a con-

cept of thu last half century. Yet
posts and fence w ire were found eight
feet beneath thu surface, Hut tills

course of the Draine Canal; the lighter, the boundaries of the District.

suggests only half thu fact. It hap-
pens that the drainage ditch is ex-

actly 011 the line of thu burled and
forgotten fence, Thu big shovel un-

covered and dug up nearly a half mile
of thu fence all of it hurled deeply.
The fact also suggests the great vol-

ume of water which Hows In from the
hills, since the dirt which covered the
fencu could comu from no other
source.

The Beginning.

The Initial steps taken to create
lllg Tarklo Drainage District, occur-
red at Craig on Saturday,. Inly 7. Hmc.i,

when a number of representative
landowners of overflowed lauds In that
section of thu county near lllgelow,
Craig and Coming met, and after
siimu discussion, the conclusion was
reached by those present that It was
t Into something wasdoneto redeem
and make this large bodv of land safu
from ovcrllow. Frank K. Allen was
chosen as president, who named thu
following committee to look Into the
matter of the consolidation of Tarklo
Drainage Districts Nos. 1 and 'i: Asa
Sharp, A. D. Cunningham, W. .1.

Itandall, Harmon Ohlensehlen, I'. W.
Walter, .1, K. Ilrklgeman, Sam Kahn

and Joint Hall. At a meeting held 011

luly i'llh, this committee reported
1:1,000 acres had been pledged and de-

cided to take up Hie ipiestlon of or-

ganization and the following weie ap-

pointed a committee to dulliie the
teriitoiy to be included In I he peti-
tion: V. V. Walter, .Inn. A. Iluck,
.1. K. Ihldgeman, W. .1. Itandall, Sam
Kahn, W. II. Itichards.

I 'pon the signing of a pel II Ion by a
majority of the laud owners hi the
territory south of No. 2, their attor-
ney, (i. W. Murphy was authorized to
confess a motion to dissolve incorpo-
ration of lllg Tarklo Dialnagu Ills-- 1

let No. 'J, which was done In due
form and time.

At this .Inly meet lug a 'committee,
consisting of Sam Kahn, Lot I liown,
.lohn Stadler, Thus. I'ebley, W. .1.

Itandall, .Inn. A. Iluck and (i. W.
Murphy, was named to take action
looking to the employment of an at-

torney, ami thu preparation , of the
legal steps for the formation of thu
drainage district,

On October lilli, IIhiii, this commit-
tee met at lllgelow and selected W.
II. Itichards as attorney in chief,
with (!. W. Murphy as assistant.
Mr. Murphy died, howovur, Nov. 'Jd,

I1m. on October nth, luou, at its
meeting held at lllgelow, it was
agreed that thu name for the pro-
posed drainage scheme should be:
The lllg Tarklo Drainage District.

Oil Octohur I'll, 1IMI, this commit-
tee again met at lllgelow and a pro-
position was submitted by II. II. Will-Mai-

looking to the Including of
Little Tarklo Drainage District No.
I In the proposed lllg Tarklo Drain-
age District. Tills was declined for
thu reason that Itig Tarklo had no
Jurisdiction.

Death again now enters I lie ranks
of these promoters: on Maicli lUtli,
liip), Sam Kahn, chairman of this
committee, died, and thu committee
met at lllgelow, March 'I, IHin, and
named .1. I1'. Ilridgemaii as chairman,,
and passed becoming resolutions on
thu death of their

The naming of the attorneys meant
business, and the beginning of one of
the most colossal legal Jobs ever un-

dertaken in our county and, without
fuss or feather, Mr. Itichards began
the work, ami November IHili, I will,
the petition was ready and was tiled,
asking for thu Incorporation of lllg

(Continued on Page Four.)


